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From the President

New Red Cross Building

There are lots of reasons for being an amateur
radio operator. Some like to chat (rag-chew, in
the old-timers language.) The competitive juices
in some are stirred by contesting. Some are inter-

From the Communications Manager

Plenty of Tasks Ready for Willing Vol-
unteers
It's February. Elections are over, and "busy season" is

coming (maybe really soon, let's see what happens to
all this snow.) Anyway, there are lots of "projects" going

ested in computer/radio interfaces.
the technology, and can’t wait to find
new challenges. And most of us in
QCEN have more than a passing in-
terest in disaster communications.

It's tough to remain interested in ra-
dio communications when there are
so many other things to do, and you
feel like you're not needed. After all,
our last real call-out was in 1999,
and before that, the Flood of 1997.
Doesn’'t seem like all that long ago
to those of us who worked it, but
some licenses have expired and
been renewed in that space of time.
Children have become adults.

After my third visit in a month to the
new Red Cross building, | can’t wait
to get the club up there for a visit. If
nothing else excites you about being

part of this organization, that facility should! It

Some love

February meeting topic

“Preparation, prepara-
tion, preparation.”

Your own QCEN members
and officers will give a
presentation accompa-
nied by a group discus-
sion, on Net readiness for
disasters.

It will cover practical
things like what to put in
your “Go Bag” and even
offer hands-on help if you
want advice on program-
ming your new HT or mo-
bile rig. If you need that
help, bring your rig and
the instruction manual.

on. The six people you just elected have a lot of re-
sponsibility for getting those done. But we six hope for

your help. Here's some things that
would help QCEN immensely:

e check the e-mail with 50 meeting
ideas and help us line up one you like
¢ Dayton flea market: help us set
up a ham radio station in the flea
market...Honda quiet generator, an-
tenna, mast, base (I can provide the
last 3), maybe even a radio. Maybe
even a couple of them.

e assist WBWTD and me with going
through WASCKB's estate. What are
UNUSED 3-500Zs worth? What about
4-125s? Others? Does anyone have
a tube-tester?

e Dayton flea market: need a cou-
ple of bean-counters to keep it all
straight. We'll do the pricing and in-
ventory ahead of time, just need
someone to keep track of things.

e at some point this year, QCEN

will execute "the big move" from 720 Sycamore St.
to 2111 Dana Ave.

will be a great space for the Red Cross, and will
be one of the best-equipped disaster operation
centers in the nation. The QCEN communications
room is not an after-thought. It has been de-
signed as an important component to the D.O.C.,
and will have everything we need to provide com-
munications, both of the amateur variety, and

through the Red Cross systems as well.

73,
Tom WSWTD

The Listening Post

e Dayton flea market: need some people to spend an
hour or two in the flea market so we can keep the
spot going all 3 days

o how 'bout if we restart the VE sessions an hour be-
fore the club meetings?

e gcen.org is edited through a "web GUI" -- under-
standing of "how" it works isn't required. Is anyone
interested in maintaining/"poaching"/creating con-
tent?

e we're doing a good job of "mixing up" net controls

(Continued on page 2)
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They Said There Would Be No Math

With the almost routine use of
GPS units, one might think de-
termining an exact location
would be, well, exact. There
are, however, at least THREE
different ways displaying the
results. Question: what do the
following items have in com-
mon?

39°12’ 35" N
39° 12.583333 N
39.209722 N

They are ALL the same Latitude, but expressed in differ-
ent formats. The first is the familiar “Degrees, Minutes,
Seconds” we all grew up with; it is now referred to as the
“DMS” format. The next one is in “DM.m” format, and the
last is known as “D.d”.

Why raise this issue at all? Well, this area’s “tornado sea-
son” kicks off soon, and many of us are trained weather
spotters. When calling in a report of significance, the
NWS may ask for your EXACT location, in the form of
GPS coordinates. An unofficial consensus among sev-
eral QCEN members is recommending use of the
“standard” DMS format. If your personal GPS is not dis-
playing location in DMS format, check your function and/
or format setup and select the DMS option. (It took me all
of two minutes to change mine, once | knew what “DMS”
stood for...)

Once you’ve determined WHERE you are, write it down
and post it in a prominent place. In fact, determine and
post your coordinates at both home AND work. Have a
safe severe weather season — and good spotting!
73’s
Bob Bross, KDGHAO

QCEN CALENDAR
Fri. Feb 19 Monthly Meeting
Fri. Mar 19 Monthly Meeting
Fri. Apr 16 Monthly Meeting
Sat. Apr. 24 St. Joseph’s Run
Sun. May 2 Flying Pig Marathon
May 14,15,16 Dayton Hamvention
Fri. May 21 Monthly Meeting
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(Continued from page 1)
again. Can you help us keep it going? Looking at
some old notes, we used to have a crew of about a
dozen...who we had to "hit up" only 4-5 times per
year.

e new ham outreach...we have a way of getting lists
of new hams, can research their email addresses,
and send something to them. Would someone like
to help?

e any ideas for QCEN's 70th anniversary? Or should
we wait until the "diamond" 75th?

e would you like to do anything "unique" at Field Day
this year? Something like alternate power or satel-
lite or something that will require some advance
planning?

e doyou have any ideas to make the annual picnic
more interesting?

e Ohio QSO Party and bikeMS are the same
day. people's interests vary, can we get both done?

e doyou have any ideas to make the Holiday Party
more interesting? A high-school show choir would
be great...can we get a big enough audience,
enough notice to that group, and for a reasonable
"contribution"?

Those are just a few of my thoughts on things that

could happen. But | don't want to obscure the point.

What are YOUR ideas?

See you at the February meeting and dinner?

73,
Steve, N8TFD

TEXT MESSAGE PAGING

Are you on the QCEN alert list? To receive a text messag
cell phone for Red Crossautth, or other important QCEN m
sages, plus a weekly test and reminder of the 9 p.m. net, l¢
know. Send your cell phone humber and the name of you
phone carrier to Steve, N8TFD, and he will make sure you
list.

P on you
es-
bt US
cell
are on t

QCEN Officers for 2010
President:

Tom Delaney, WBWTD
Vice President:
Aaron McKnight, KD8ILV
Treasurer:

Jim Walsh, N8ZZW
Secretary:

Francis Smith, N8PEE
Communications Manager:
Steve Lewis, N8TFD
Director:

Andrew Crowl, NSMDH
Director:

Kitty Hevener, WB8TDA
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QCEN Meeting Minute S January 15, 2010

At 7:40pm the meeting was held at Red Cross Downtown. President, Tom Delaney W8WTD
called the meeting to order. Welcomed all and then led the pledge of allegiance. A round of in-
troductions was made around the room. The Minutes were published on the web. A motion

was made on the minutes and was passed.

Treasurers Report: Jim Walsh N8z2zWw gave the treasurers report for the previous month

and also our annual report.

Communication Manager: Steve Lewis N8TFD: Gave a recap of the end of the year report
that was posted in the Listening Post.

President: Tom Delaney W8WTD: Tom also gave his report on the end of the year business
for the club. It was also published in the Listening Post.

New Business:

The Election of New Officers for QCEN for 2011: Ballots were passed out to members at-

tending. The results are as follows:

For President: Tom Delaney WBWTD

For Vice President: Aaron McKnight KD8ILV

For Communication Manager: Steve Lewis N8TFD
For Treasurer: Jim Walsh N8zzwW

For Secretary: Francis Smith N8PEE

For Junior Director: Kitty Hevener WBS8TDA

Motion was made and passed to destroy the ballots.

An audit of the treasury was done and everything was found in order. Jim Walsh N8ZzW has
done a great job as usual.

New Member was added to our ranks at QCEN. His name is Jeff Lehman KC8QCH. When

you meet him at the next meeting please welcome him.

Membership dues for 2011 are now being accepted. The 2010 dues expire at the end of Janu-
ary. Please mail them to:

QCEN

C/O Francis Smith

2530 Ontario Street

Cincinnati, OH 45231

A request is being made for the membership to give ideas on what they would like to see at
meetings. Some ideas so far are Go -Kit night, a training drill like the shelter drill and a trivial
pursuit on members. More ideas are needed!

Net controls for our Tuesday Net are needed, please volunteer!

Dayton Hamvention space: A motion was made and passed to reserve a place at Dayton in the
Flea Market area. What is needed is a Person in charge of the event, any takers????

At the New Red Cross Building: A committee was named to oversee the antennas issues we
face at the new building. They also will oversee the dismantling of the old an tennas at the
old building.
Motion for adjournment was made and the motion was passed. The meeting was adjourned at
9:15pm.
Respectfully Submitted
Francis Smith N8PEE
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